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Chinese Colours – Sakura Tube numbers 

Chinese traditional 
(Simplified characters) 

Pinyin Colour  Plastic tube 

鈦白 (钛白) 
Tài bái Titanium White  50 

藤黄 
Téng huáng Rattan Yellow / Gamboge (toxic) 4 

雄黄 
Xiónghuáng 
 

Mineral golden yellow - orange 
colour (Realgar, toxic) 

110 

石黄 
Shí huáng Stone Yellow / Mineral Yellow 115 

大紅(红) 
Dàhóng Scarlet / bright red  19 

曙紅(红) 
Shǔ hóng 
 

Carmine / deep red  / eosin 221 

深紅(红) 
Shēnhóng Dark red 22 

硃砂 (朱砂) 
Zhūshā 
 

Cinnabar 21 

硃磦 (朱磦) 
Zhū biāo 
 

Vermillion  18 

胭脂 
yānzhī Rouge / cold red / bloody red / rough 

red 
223 

紫色 
Zǐsè Mauve Pale, purple 24 

酞菁藍(蓝) 
tài jīng lán Phthalocyanine Blue  43 

頭(头)青 
Tóu qīng 
 

Mineral blue 1 / dark blue /  Azurite 36 

三青 
sān qīng 
 

Mineral blue 3 / light blue 236 

花青  
Huā qīng 
 

Indigo (flower blue) / cyanine 143 

佛青 
Fú qīng Buddha blue / ultramarine 38 

瓷青 
Cí qīng Porcelain blue 25 

翠綠(绿) cuì lǜ Emerald Green / Jade green / 
Jadeite  

31 

頭綠(绿) Tóu lǜ 
 

Mineral green 1 / dark green 
Malachite 

226 

三綠(绿) 
sān lǜ 
 

Mineral green 3 / light green 128 

赭石 
Zhěshí Ochre 12 

焦茶 Jiāochá Dark Brown / Burnt Tea  17 

黑色 Hēisè Black  49 

金色 Jīnsè Gold colour 51 

Joint Japanese – Chinese venture, made in Shanghai. 

Made with artificial glue, not animal-based. 


